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Dear	  Parents,	  Guardians,	  and	  Students,	  
	  
Crea1ng	  a	  school-‐wide	  culture	  of	  reading	  has	  always	  been	  a	  priority	  for	  the	  teachers,	  librarians,	  and	  literacy	  
specialists	  in	  the	  Brookline	  Public	  Schools.	  	  In	  each	  school	  that	  culture	  is	  built	  and	  nurtured	  in	  myriad	  ways—
through	  the	  study	  of	  literary	  elements,	  read-‐alouds,	  book	  talks,	  literature	  circles,	  genre	  studies,	  author	  visits,	  
evening	  parent/child	  book	  events,	  independent	  reading	  projects,	  par1cipa1on	  in	  MassachuseGs	  Book	  Awards	  and	  
summer	  reading.	  
	  
Summer	  is	  a	  perfect	  1me	  to	  find	  books	  to	  read	  for	  pleasure.	  This	  list	  is	  a	  star1ng	  point	  to	  help	  you	  select	  books	  that	  
match	  your	  interests	  and	  includes	  a	  variety	  of	  1tles	  across	  many	  genres,	  levels,	  and	  lengths.	  Students	  are	  
encouraged	  to	  read	  at	  least	  5	  or	  6	  books.	  Our	  goal	  is	  to	  develop	  readers	  who	  not	  only	  can	  read,	  but	  who	  choose	  to	  
read	  for	  enjoyment.	  	  
	  
Summer	  reading	  is	  also	  a	  great	  opportunity	  to	  hone	  your	  reading	  skills	  and	  maintain	  your	  fluency.	  According	  to	  a	  
recent	  report	  from	  John	  Hopkins	  University’s	  Center	  for	  Summer	  Learning	  children	  who	  do	  not	  read	  over	  the	  
summer	  actually	  lose	  ground	  in	  reading	  proficiency.	  The	  report	  concludes	  that	  the	  effect	  of	  reading	  four	  or	  five	  
books	  during	  the	  summer	  is	  large	  enough	  to	  prevent	  a	  decline	  in	  reading	  scores	  from	  spring	  to	  fall.	  	  	  
	  
In	  addi1on	  to	  this	  list,	  Brookline’s	  public	  libraries	  and	  bookstores	  offer	  a	  wealth	  of	  1tles	  and	  sugges1ons	  to	  help	  you	  
find	  just	  the	  right	  book	  for	  your	  enjoyment.	  	  
	  
Explore.	  Read.	  Enjoy,	  
	  
Brookline	  K-‐8	  School	  Librarians	  
	  
Deb	  Abner,	  Lincoln	  School	  
Colleen	  Carney,	  Heath	  School	  
Paula	  Ewenstein,	  Baker	  School	  
Teresa	  Gallo-‐Toth,	  Runkle	  School	  
Amanda	  Kretschmar,	  Pierce	  School	  
Chris1ne	  McDonnell,	  Devo1on	  School	  
Kathy	  Moriarty,	  Lawrence	  School	  
Amy	  Neale,	  Driscoll	  School	  
	  
ScoG	  Moore,	  Director	  of	  Educa1onal	  Technology	  and	  Libraries.	  
	  
 
 
 
 

Downloadable	  copies	  of	  the	  list	  are	  available	  at	  hGp://brooklinesummerreading.weebly.com/	  
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Hot Off the Presses: New and Noteworthy 
 
Ashman, Linda. Rain!  
As an old man grumbles his way through a rainy morning, until 
he is inspired to enjoy the rain by his young neighbor. 
 
Boyd, Lizi. Inside Outside  
In this wordless picture book, a boy plays his way through the 
seasons inside his home and outside in his yard. 
 
Brown, Peter. Mr. Tiger Goes Wild  
Bored with city life and the proper behavior it requires, Mr. 
Tiger has a wild idea that leads him to discover his true nature.  
 
Idle, Molly. Flora and the Flamingo  
Young children will enjoy using the flaps in this wordless 
picture book that shows the friendship that develops between a 
girl named Flora and a graceful flamingo as they dance 
together. 
 
James, Simon. Nurse Clementine  
When Clementine receives a nurse kit for her birthday, she 
makes it her mission to care for each member of her family, 
including her rambunctious little brother. 
 
Jenkins, Emily. Water in the Park  
Shows how many people and animals use water in different 
ways throughout a hot summer's day in the park. 
 
Martin, Emily Winfield. Dream Animals  
Furred, finned, and feathered friends await the night, when 
they can carry dreamers on adventures in Dreamland.  
 
Matheson, Chistie. Tap the Magic Tree  
Children will love tapping, rubbing, touching, and wiggling 
these illustrations to make an apple tree bloom, produce fruit, 
and lose its leaves.  
 
Miller, Pat Zietlow. Sophie's Squash  
On a trip to the farmers' market with her parents, Sophie 
chooses a squash, but instead of letting her mom cook it, she 
adopts it. 
 
Nelson, Kadir. Baby Bear  
As Baby Bear tries to find his way home through the forest, he 
asks many different woodland creatures for help and finds that 
much of their advice is more comforting than helpful.  
 
Pinkney, Jerry. The Tortoise and the Hare  
Illustrations and minimal text relate the familiar fable of the race 
between a slow tortoise and a quick but foolish hare. 
 
Pizzoli, Greg. The Watermelon Seed  
The story of a crocodile who loves watermelon, until he 
swallows a seed and imagines all the frightening things that 
could happen to him. 
 
Willems, Mo. The Pigeon Needs a Bath (series)  
The Pigeon is back and he is dirty, but getting him in the tub 
won't be easy! 
 

Authors to Explore 
 
Anne Rockwell.   
Anne Rockwell writes and illustrates nonfiction treasures about 
everything from apples and pumpkins to fire trucks. 
 
Denise Fleming.   
Fleming employs an unusual technique called pulp painting to 
create her color-saturated illustrations of adorable children and 
animals. Many of her books focus on nature, such as "Time to 
Sleep" or "In the Tall Tall Grass." 
 
Donald Crews.   
Drawing on his background as a graphic artist, Donald Crews 
accompanies his simple stories about trains, trucks, school 
buses and planes with bold, colorful illustrations. If your little 
reader likes anything that goes, make sure to introduce him or 
her to these books.  
 
Eric Carle.   
Nobody does animals like this iconic author and illustrator. Try 
one of his famous books like "The Very Hungry Caterpillar," or 
some of his lesser-known gems like "10 Little Rubber Ducks" 
or "Head to Toe." 
 
Grace Lin.   
Grace Lin draws on her Chinese-American background to write 
and illustrate wonderful stories about simple joys and everyday 
things; a Dim Sum meal, flying a kite, or the unfortunate result 
of sneezing during a haircut. 

 
Jerry Pinkney.   
Caldecott award winner Jerry Pinkney's watercolor illustrations 
bring folktales such as "The Little Red Hen" and "The Lion and 
the Mouse" vividly to life. 
 
Kevin Henkes.   
Kevin Henkes has that midas touch both as an author and 
illustrator; everything he does comes off beautifully. He has 
written and illustrated so many beloved books for children. 
Although for PK-K, his simple ones such as "Kitten's First Full 
Moon" or "Old Bear" are the best. 
 
Lois Ehlert.   
In stories such as "Growing Vegetable Soup" and "Snowballs," 
Lois Ehlert explores nature through colorful collage illustrations 
and spare text. 
 
Rosemary Wells.   
Author and illustrator Rosemary Wells has created some of the 
best-loved characters in children's literature. Don't miss her 
Max and Ruby or McDuff series, as well as her Yoko and 
Mother Goose books. 
 
 
Take a Look: Picture Books 
 
Bean, Jonathan. Building Our House  
A family moves from the city to the country, where they live in a 
trailer while they build a house from the ground up with help 
from relatives and friends. 
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Child, Lauren. I Will Never Not Ever Eat a Tomato  
Charlie has to get creative in order to convince his little sister 
Lola to try some new foods. 
 
Cousins, Lucy. Maisy Goes to Preschool (series)  
Preschool for Maisy means a day filled with friends and things 
to do, from the time she hangs her coat on a special peg to the 
time she says good-bye. 
 
Daly, Niki. What's Cooking, Jamela? (series)  
Jamela is responsible for fattening up the chicken intended for 
Christmas dinner. But instead she gives it a name and makes it 
her friend. 
 
Dorros, Arthur. Abuela  
While riding on a bus with her grandmother, a little girl 
imagines that they are carried up into the sky and fly over the 
sights of New York City. 
 
Dunrea, Olivier. Gossie (series)  
Gossie is a gosling who likes to wear bright red boots every 
day, no matter what she is doing, and so she is heartbroken 
the day the boots are missing and she can't find them 
anywhere.  
 
Elya, Susan Middleton. Bebe Goes Shopping (series)  
Rhyming text describes a trip to the grocery store for a Mama 
and her baby boy. Includes Spanish words. 
 
Feiffer, Jules. Bark, George  
George's mother tries to teach him how to bark like a proper 
dog, but it takes a trip to the doctor to find out what is really 
going on with the strange noises George is making. 
 
Fleming, Candace. Oh, No  
A series of animals falls into a deep hole, only to be saved at 
last by a very large rescuer. 
 
Folgueira, Rodrigo. Ribbit!  
When a pig visits a frog pond, sits on a rock, and says only 
"Ribbit!", news spreads fast but only the wise old beetle has an 
explanation. 
 
Fox, Mem. Ten Little Fingers, Ten Little Toes  
No one does babies like Helen Oxenbury. Here, she 
compliments Mem Fox's rhyming text describing babies from 
around the world with her endearing portraits. 
 
Fleming, Candace. Oh, No  
A series of jungle animals falls into a deep, deep hole, stalked 
by a hungry tiger, only to be saved at last by a very large 
rescuer. 
 
Gall, Chris. Dinotrux (series)  
Millions of years ago, the prehistoric ancestors of today's 
trucks, such as garbageadon, dozeratops, and craneosaurus, 
roamed the earth until they became extinct. 
 
Graham, Bob. Max  
Max, the young son of superheroes, is a late bloomer when it 
comes to flying until he is inspired to save a falling baby bird. 
 

Haughton, Chris. Little Owl Lost  
Oh no! Little Owl has fallen out of his nest. Will he be able to 
find his mommy with the help of a well-meaning, but confused, 
squirrel? 
 
James, Simon. Baby Brains (series)  
Baby Brains is so smart he joins a space mission while he is 
still in diapers, is he really ready for his first space walk? 
 
Johnson, Angela. Julius  
Maya and Julius, the pig her grandfather brings her from 
Alaska, learn about fun and sharing together. 
 
Jonas, Ann. Round Trip  
Black and white illustrations record the sights on a day trip to 
the city and back home again to the country. 
 
Karas, G. Brian. The Village Garage  
As the seasons change, the crew from the village garage and 
their fantastic equipment keep their town running smoothly. 
 
Katz, Karen. The Colors of Us  
Lena and her mom observe the variations in the color of their 
friends' skin comparing them to foods and things found in 
nature. 
 
Kimura, Ken. 999 Tadpoles (series)  
When their 999 tadpoles grow into frogs and outgrow their 
pond, Mother and Father have to find new digs.Their move 
turns into quite an adventure when they meet a snake and a 
falcon along the way. 
 
Lobel, Anita. Nini Lost and Found  
Curious Nini Cat enjoys her outdoor adventure until she 
ventures too far and cannot find her way home. 
 
London, Jonathan. Froggy Gets Dressed (series)  
Rambunctious Froggy hops out into the snow for a winter frolic, 
but is called back by his mother to put on some necessary 
articles of clothing. 
 
Martin Jr., Bill. Ten Little Caterpillars  
Watch ten different caterpillars in their various habitats, and 
see what happens to the last one in the end. 
 
McMullan, Kate. I Stink! (series)  
A big city garbage truck makes its rounds consuming 
everything from apple cores and banana peels to leftover ziti 
with zucchini. 
 
Mora, Pat. Gracias, Thanks  
A young boy celebrates family, friendship, and fun by telling 
about some of the everyday things for which he is thankful. 
 
Nakagawa, Chihiro. Who Made this Cake?  
An army of little people and their fantastic baking equipment 
make a delicious birthday cake for a truck-loving little boy. 
 
Portis, Antoinette. Not a Box  
A box is just a box, unless it's not a box. From mountain to 
rocket ship, a small rabbit shows that a box will go as far as the 
imagination allows. 
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Raschka, Chris. Everyone Can Learn to Ride a Bicycle  
Sometimes, learning something new is just a matter of trying 
again, and again, and again. 
 
Rumford, James. Rain School  
Imagine arriving on your first day of school and finding no 
school building. These African students learn to build their own 
mud structure for a school. 
 
Sakai, Komako. Emily's Balloon  
Emily has fun playing with her new yellow balloon until the wind 
blows it up into a tree! Luckily, her mommy knows how to get it 
back. 
 
Samuels, Barbara. The Trucker  
A boy who loves trucks is disappointed when he receives a cat 
named Lola instead of a toy fire truck, but Lola proves to be a 
"trucker" after all. 
 
Seegar, Laura Vaccaro. First the Egg  
Which came first?  The chicken or the egg?  Cut-outs magically 
present transformation from seed to flower, tadpole to frog, and 
caterpillar to butterfly. 
 
Shannon, David. No, David  
Little David just can't seem to do anything right, but finally 
manages in the end to get the hug that makes it all better. 
 
Sharmat, Mitchell. Gregory, the Terrible Eater  
Gregory's parents don't know what to do with him; he won't eat 
perfectly good garbage like the other goats. On the advice of 
Dr. Ram, they decide to slowly introduce him to a balanced 
diet. 
 
Simmons, Jane. Come Along Daisy  
Daisy the duckling becomes so engrossed in playing with 
dragonflies and lily pads that she temporarily loses her mother. 
 
Simont, Marc. The Stray Dog  
On a picnic in the country, a family befriends a wonderful dog 
they name Willy. When it's time to go home, they worry that 
maybe Willy doesn't belong to anyone. Will they ever see him 
again? 
 
Sis, Peter. Fire Truck  
Matt, who loves fire trucks, wakes up one morning to find that 
he has become a fire truck, with one driver, two ladders, three 
hoses, and ten boots. Features a gate-fold illustration that 
opens into a three-page spread. 
 
Stead, Philip C. Sick Day for Amos McGee  
Amos McGee, a friendly zoo keeper, always makes time to visit 
his animal friends. When he becomes sick and cannot come in 
to work, the animals go in search of their friend. 
 
Stein, David Ezra. Interupting Chicken  
Kids will laugh as they watch little chicken butt into each 
bedtime story her Papa tries to read to her. 
 
Sutton, Sally. Roadwork  
Rhyming verse and beautiful illustrations chronicle the creation 
of a new road. 
 

Taback, Simms. Joseph Had a Little Overcoat  
A charming book about a resourceful man and his shrinking 
coat. 
 
Tullet, Herve. Press Here  
Press the yellow dot on the cover of this book, follow the 
instructions within, and embark upon a magical journey. Each 
page of this surprising book instructs the reader to press the 
dots, shake the pages, tilt the book, and who knows what will 
happen next. 
 
Zimmerman, Andrea. Trashy Town  
Little by little, can by can, Mr. Gillie, the trash man, cleans up 
his town. 
 
 
Beginning Reading Books 
 
Brown, Margaret Wise. I Like Bugs  
A charmingly illustrated, simple homage to these often 
maligned creatures. 
 
Buck, Nola. Sid and Sam  
Sam and Sid sing, but Sid will not stop. Sid's song is so long 
that Sam says "so long." 
 
Capucilli, Alyssa. Biscuit (series)  
A little yellow dog always wants one more thing before he'll  
go to sleep. 
 
Cohan, Caron Lee. How Many Fish?  
A school of fish and a group of children frolic in the bay. 
 
Coxe, Molly. Hot Dog  
A dog tries to cool off on a hot summer day on the farm. 
 
Eastman, P.D. Are You My Mother?  
A baby bird emerges from his egg to find himself alone in his 
nest and sets out on a amusingly confusing journey to find his 
mother. 
 
Haskins, Lori. Ducks in Muck  
The author uses a few simple words to tell a cute little story 
about a duck escape from some marooned trucks. 
 
Long, Ethan. Up,Tall, and High  
In three laugh-out-loud situations, an irresistible cast of colorful 
birds illustrate the concepts of "up," "tall" and "high.” 
 
Meister, Cari. Tiny Goes to the Library (series)  
Tiny the dog is a big help at the library when his owner takes 
out too many books to carry home. 
 
Nodset, Joan. Go Away, Dog  
An old dog's friendly persistence slowly convinces a young boy 
to take him home. 
 
Schaefer, Lola. Loose Tooth  
A young child eagerly waits for his first loose tooth to fall out. 
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Seuss. One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish  
A story-poem about the activities of such unusual animals as 
the Nook, Wump, Yink, Yop, Gack, and the Zeds. 
 
Willems, Mo. Happy Pig Day  
Piggie celebrates her favorite day of the year, but Gerald feels 
left out until he learns that Pig Day is not just for pigs. 
 
 
Too Good to Miss: Classics 
 
Bemelmans, Ludwig. Madeline (series)  
Madeline, smallest and naughtiest of the twelve little charges of 
Miss Clavel, wakes up one night with an attack of appendicitis. 
 
Burningham, John. Mr. Gumpy's Outing (series)  
When Mr. Gumpy takes his boat for an outing, it gets more and 
more crowded with children and animals who want to join him, 
until the inevitable occurs. 
 
Burton, Virginia Lee. The Little House  
The little house was built in the country, but gradually the city 
moves closer and closer. 
 
Crews, Donald. Freight Train  
This book with illustrations trace the journey of a colorful train 
as it goes through tunnels, by cities, and over trestles.  
 
Hutchins, Pat. Rosie's Walk  
Although she seems unaware that a fox is after her as she 
takes a walk around the farmyard, Rosie the hen still manages 
to lead him into one accident after another.  
 
Ipcar, Dahlov. The Cat at Night  
Join the farmer's cat on his fascinating nighttime journey 
through fields, farms, forests and even the city to see what only 
he can see after the sun sets.  
 
Isadora, Rachel. Ben's Trumpet  
Ben wants to be a trumpeter, but plays only an imaginary 
instrument until one of the musicians in a neighborhood night 
club discovers his ambition. 
 
Johnson, Crockett. Harold and the Purple Crayon (series)  
Armed only with a purple crayon, young Harold draws himself a 
landscape full of wonder and excitement.  
 
Keats, Ezra Jack. Peter's Chair  
When Peter discovers his blue furniture is being painted pink 
for a new baby sister, he rescues the last unpainted item and 
runs away. 
 
Kraus, Robert. Leo the Late Bloomer  
Leo is not reading, or writing, or drawing, or even speaking, 
and his father is concerned, but Leo's mother is not. She 
knows her son will do all those things, and more, when he's 
ready. 
 
Leaf, Munro. The Story of Ferdinand  
While all of the other bulls snort, leap, and butt their heads, 
Ferdinand is content to just sit and smell the flowers under his 
favorite cork tree. 

Lionni, Leo. Swimmy  
A little black fish in a school of red fish figures out a way of 
protecting them all from their natural enemies. 
 
McCloskey, Robert. Blueberries for Sal  
Little Sal and Little Bear both lose their mothers while eating 
blueberries and almost end up with the other's mother. 
 
Provensen, Alice. The Year at Mapple Hill Farm  
Alice and Martin Provensen capture one year at their beloved 
Maple Hill Farm in a way sure to delight city slickers and 
country folk alike. 
 
Sharmat, Mitchell. Gregory, the Terrible Eater  
Gregory's parents don't know what to do with him; he won't eat 
perfectly good garbage like the other goats. On the advice of 
Dr. Ram, they decide to introduce him to a balanced diet. 
 
Slobodkina, Esphyr. Caps for Sale  
A band of mischievous monkeys steals every one of a 
peddler's caps while he takes a nap under a tree.  
 
Waber, Bernard. The House on East 88th Street (series)  
In this first book of the Lyle series, we hear the story of how the 
Primms found Lyle the crocodile in the bathtub of their new 
home. 
 
Zion, Gene. Harry the Dirty Dog  
Harry, a white dog with black spots, loves to get dirty, but when 
he gets so dirty that he becomes a black dog with white spots, 
will his family recognize him? 
 
 
Folklore & Mythology 
 
Aardema, Verma. Borreguita and the Coyote  
In this funny trickster tale from Mexico, a little lamb uses her 
clever wiles to keep a coyote from eating her up. 
 
Aylesworth, Jim. The Mitten  
A retelling of the traditional tale of how a boy's lost mitten 
becomes a refuge from the cold for an increasing number of 
forest animals. 
 
Bryan, Ashley. Beautiful Blackbird  
The colorful birds of Africa ask Blackbird, whom they think is 
the most beautiful of birds, to decorate them with some of his 
"blackening brew."  
 
Cousins, Lucy. Yummy: Eight Favorite Fairy Tales  
Retells eight classic stories, from "Little Red Riding Hood" to 
"The Musicians of Bremen." 
 
Emberley, Rebecca. Chicken Little  
A fresh, fun, and delightfully illustrated retelling of the classic 
story of Chicken Little, who sets off quite a panic when she 
thinks the sky is falling when an acorn knocks her on the head. 
 
Galdone, Paul. The Three Bears  
The classic fairy tale told by master folklore author Paul 
Galdone. 
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Hong, Lily Toy. Two of Everything  
A poor old Chinese farmer finds a magic pot that duplicates 
whatever is placed inside it, but his efforts to make himself 
wealthy lead to unexpected complications. 
 
Isadora, Rachel. Twelve Dancing Princesses  
A retelling, set in Africa, of the story of twelve princesses who 
dance secretly all night long and how their secret is eventually 
discovered. 
 
Sturges, Philemon. The Little Red Hen Makes a Pizza  
In this version of the traditional tale, the duck, the dog, and the 
cat refuse to help the Little Red Hen make a pizza but do get to 
participate when the time comes to eat it. 
 
Tolstoy, Aleksei. The Gigantic Turnip  
A tale from Russia about a turnip that is too big to be picked, 
even by an entire barnyard of animals, until a surprisingly 
strong little mouse steps up to save the day. 
 
 
Get Real: Nonfiction and Biography 
 
Aliki. Feelings  
Pictures, dialogs, poems and stories portray various emotions 
we all feel: jealousy, sadness, fear, anger, joy, love, and 
others. 
 
Barton, Byron. Building a House  
A simple introduction to the steps involved in constructing a 
house. 
 
Butterworth, Chris. Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea  
Discover the secrets of the sea horse, one of the most 
mysterious sea creatures. 
 
Cowley, Joy. Chameleon, Chameleon  
Up-close photographs and text capture the many moods and 
colors of chameleons as they hunt for food, search for a new 
home, brave dangerous strangers, and even make friends. 
 
Davies, Nicola. Surprising Sharks  
Most sharks aren't at all what people expect, as we learn 
through this compelling narrative with its colorful illustrations. 
 
dePaola, Tomi. Charlie Needs a Cloak  
Charlie definitely needs a cloak to replace his ragged old one 
the sheep have been munching on. We get to watch him go 
through the whole process of making one, from sheering the 
sheep, to sewing the last stitches. 
 
Floca, Brian. Lightship  
Lightships were floating beacons where lighthouses could not 
be built. Through all sorts of weather, the lightship in this book 
shines its light and holds its place, guiding other ships to 
safety. 
 
French, Vivian. T. Rex  
As a boy and his grandfather visit the museum, they learn 
more about this most famous of all dinosaurs. 
 
 

Gibbons, Gail. Ice Cream  
This basic introduction to everyone's favorite frozen treat is 
perfect summer reading. 
 
Hale, Christy. Dreaming Up: A Celebration of Building  
A collection of poetry, illustrations, and photographs that shows 
how young children's constructions are reflected in notable 
works of architecture from around the world. 
 
Hoban, Tana. Shapes, Shapes, Shapes  
Photographs of everyday objects present a study of rounded 
and angular shapes. 
 
Jenkins, Steve. Move!  
Steve Jenkin's uses his signature cut-paper illustrations to 
demonstrated how different animals get from point A to point B. 
 
King-Smith, Dick. All Pigs Are Beautiful  
Author (and farmer) Dick King-Smith shares his love for pigs in 
this introduction to the animal. 
 
Lunde, Darrin. Hello, Bumblebee Bat  
Meet the endangered bumblebee bat of Thailand, a tiny bat 
about the size of a bee. Through a series of questions, we 
learn about the bat's characteristics, habitat, and habits.  
 
Lyan, George Ella. All the Water in the World  
A beautifully illustrated introduction to the water cycle. 
 
Tafuri, Nancy. Spots, Feathers, and Curly Tails  
Introduce your little one to the residents of a country farm with 
this wonderfully illustrated classic. 
 
Winter, Jeanette. The Watcher: Jane Goodall's Life with the 
Chimps  
Follow Jane from her childhood in London watching a robin on 
her windowsill, to her years in the African forests of Gombe, 
Tanzania, to her worldwide crusade to save these primates 
who are now in danger of extinction, and their habitat. 
 
Winters, Kay. Abe Lincoln: The Boy Who Loved Books  
Abraham Lincoln was a book fiend, and this biography tells 
how he used books to change his life, and how he, in turn, 
changed the world. 
 
 
A Way with Words: Poetry 
 
Ahlberg, Janet & Allan. Each Peach Pear Plum  
Have fun finding Tom Thumb, Cinderella, and the Three Bears 
in the illustrations that accompany this rhyming story. 
 
Crews, Nina. The Neighborhood Mother Goose  
In this modern Mother Goose, Crews sets the familiar rhymes 
in her Brooklyn neighborhood. 
 
Hillenbrand, Will. Down by the Station  
Join these mischievous, playful, and sleepy baby animals on 
their way to the children's zoo. You'd better hurry, though, they 
can't be late to greet the first busload of children. 
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Hoberman, Mary Ann. Fathers, Mothers, Sisters, Brothers  
There is something for everyone in this wise and witty 
celebration of families and poems about the only child, 
brothers, uncles, adopted babies, stepsiblings, and moms and 
dads. 
 
Hort, Lenny. The Seals on the Bus  
In this twist on the traditional song, different animals including 
seals, tigers, geese, rabbits, and monkeys make a cacophony 
of sounds as they ride all around the town on a bus. 
 
Hughes, Langston. My People  
Charles R. Smith illustrates the classic Lanston Hughes poem 
with beautiful black and white photographs. 
 
Opie, Iona. My Very First Mother Goose  
A collection of nursery rhymes featuring the delightful 
illustrations of Rosemary Wells. 
 
Prelutsky, Jack. Me I Am  
An illustrated poem which celebrates the uniqueness of 
children everywhere. 
 
Sidman, Joyce. Red Sings from the Treetops  
A delightful collection of poetry that highlights the colors of the 
seasons, combining the senses of sight, sound, smell and 
taste. 
 
Stevenson, Robert Louis. The Moon  
Tracey Campbell Pearson takes readers on a late-night 
adventure set to Robert Louis Stevenson's famous poem, in 
which we follow a father and his young son out on a late-night  
boat ride around a moonlit bay. 
 
Swanson, Susan Marie. The House in the Night  
Illustrations and easy-to-read text explore the light that makes 
a house in the night a home filled with light. 
 
Westcott, Nadine Bernard. The Lady with the Alligator Purse  
This old jump rope/nonsense rhyme features an ailing young 
Tiny Tim. 
 
 
ABCs and 123s: Alphabet and Counting  
 
Ada, Alma Flor. Gathering The Sun: An Alphabet in Spanish 
and English  
Simple poems and glorious paintings offer a deeply moving 
portrait of migrant farm worker families at work and play. 
 
Anno, Mitsumasa. Anno's Counting Book  
Watch the seasons change and a town grow as you count the 
twelve months of the year. 
 
Baker, Keith. LMNO Peas, 123 Peas  
Peas take on a whole new personality in these fun alphabet 
and counting books. 
 
Bang, Molly. Ten, Nine, Eight  
A father and his little "big" girl turn bedtime into playtime with a 
rhyming game. 

Bigham, Kelly. Z is for Moose  
Moose wants to star in this book for the M page, but when his 
page finally comes, he is dismayed to learn M is for mouse! 
How will Moose find a way to be part of this alphabet story? 
 
Crews, Donald. 10 Dots  
A counting book that shows what can be done with ten black 
dots and a little imagination. 
 
Elhert, Lois. Eating the Alphabet  
An alphabetical tour of the world of fruits and vegetables, from 
apricot and artichoke to yam and zucchini. 
 
Franco, Betsy. Birdsongs  
Throughout the day and into the night various birds sing their 
songs, beginning with the woodpecker who taps a pole ten 
times and counting down to the hummingbird who calls once.  
 
Johnson, Stephen. Alphabet City  
As Stephen T. Johnson demonstrates in a series of strikingly 
realistic pastels and watercolors, a simple sawhorse can 
contain the letter "A," while lampposts alongside a highway can 
form a row of elegant, soaring Ys. 
 
Krebs, Laurie. We All Went on Safari  
Join Arusha, Mosi, Tumpe and their Maasai friends as they set 
out on a counting journey through the grasslands of Tanzania. 
 
Lobel, Arnold. On Market Street  
See what there is to buy from A to Z in the shops along Market 
Street. 
 
Martin, Bill. Chicka Chicka Boom Boom  
In this lively alphabet rhyme, all the letters of the alphabet race 
each other up the coconut tree. Will there be enough room? 
 
Sierra, Judy. The Sleepy Little Alphabet  
Written in rhyming verse accompanied by Melissa Sweet's 
clever and charming illustrations, this book lets us watch the 
sleepy little letters of the alphabet get ready for bed. 
 
Sis, Peter. Waving  
A mother and daughter's walk turns into a neighborhood wave-
fest as larger and larger groups of cyclists, drivers, and 
pedestrians pass by. 
 
Suess, Dr. Dr. Suess's ABC  
A master author creates an alphabet book, taking some 
liberties with actual words and inventing some creatures. 
 

A Note About Availability 
 
These titles are only a suggested starting point. 
Students are not expected to read every book on 
this list.  Availability of these titles from local 
libraries may be limited. Please be considerate to 
others by borrowing only a few titles off this list at 
a time. Exploring other titles at Brookline’s 
libraries and bookstores is also encouraged.  

 




